ARMISTICE

ment for me than that originally planned. My sister Alex-
andra and Colonel Heseltine accompanied us.

We were all in great spirits and reached Boulogne after
a satisfactory crossing.

While on my tour of the battlefields I decided to keep a
diary of all I did. I am so glad now that I did this, as I am
able to give details of the trip which might otherwise have
slipped from my memory. The following account therefore
consists largely of extracts taken from my diary.

On the evening of the 20th of March we arrived at
Douglas's headquarters, Chateau Beaurepaire, MontreuiL
Our journey was most comfortable and I found that travel-
ling in the company of the commander-in-chief meant no
trouble about passports and luggage. There was always
someone to look after such details! We drove from
Boulogne to Montreuil in two beautiful Rolls-Royce cars*
It was indeed interesting to see the headquarters where
Douglas had lived for so long. Everything was very
simple but quite comfortable, and I was struck by the
smooth running of the domestic arrangements. Of course,
all the work in the house was done by men, and we had
an excellent dinner, beautifully cooked, after we arrived.
Besides my sister, Colonel Heseltine, Douglas and myself
there were also at dinner General Lawrence and Captain
Straker. I was very excited about this trip and slept ex*
ceedingly badly the first night, although my bed was very
comfortable. I was given the room next to Douglas's.

In the morning my sister and I visited three hospitals at
Le TouqueL They were all very well organised and so deanu
The work of the V.A.D.S was very highly praised by the
matrons. We also saw over a veterinary hospital where we
were shown the theatre for performing operations on horses.
This hospital was beginning to be closed down and was only
being used for passing through horses which were being
sold to the French. On our return for lunch we met General